March 2019
I've been workin' on the
railroad . . .

Terry Finn

On Tuesday, March 19, we will
return to a favorite restaurant that
hasn’t seen us for a few years. We
will meet at the Bamboo Garden,
on Grandridge, just west of
Columbia Center Blvd. Our
speaker will be Mr. Terry Finn,
who was Director of Government
Affairs for the Burlington
Northern Santa Fe Railway
(BNSF)from 2007 to 2018. He will
talk about the BNSF system over
the years. Terry was a key player in
dealing with the city of Bellingham
and their concerns over expanding
the rail system in town to service a
proposed coal terminal. The BNSF
Railway Company is the largest
freight railroad network in North
America. One of eight North
American Class I railroads, BNSF
has 44,000 employees, 32,500 miles

of track in 28 states, and more than
8,000 locomotives. We might also
hear about the number trains that
travel through the Columbia Gorge
every day and how they keep it all
organized. Folks should come loaded
with questions.
Since his retirement, Terry has
traveled extensively and spent time
on his sailboat. He lives in Seattle
with his wife. Please feel free to
invite any friends of yours with an
interest in railroads.
The menu is too extensive to fit
in the usual block on the back, so
here it is. The famous “House
Dinner:” Hot & Sour Soup, BBQ
Pork, Egg Roll, Pork Fried Rice and
a choice of entrees (which can be
shared): Sweet and Sour Prawns,
Phoenix and Dragon, Chicken with
Snow Peas, Spicy Mongolian Beef,
Hot and Spicy Scallops, Spicy Hunan
Chicken, Mushu Pork, Bean Curd
w/Chinese Mushroom, Pork with
Garlic Sauce, and tea and a fortune
cookie.
Looking Ahead
In April will have a speaker from
the Tidewater Barge company, which
brings cargo up and down the
Columbia and Snake rivers, making a
major impact on our economy. In
May, Michele Misener’s brother, from
the Seattle Museum of Flight, will
speak. Mark the 3rd Tuesday of
those months now.
Dues
Annual dues of $25 were due in
January. If you haven’t sent them in,
send your dues now to:

Paul Seipt
232 Somerset Street
Richland WA 99354
Make your check out to "L&C
Chapter." Better yet, bring your
dues to the March meeting. Those
who haven’t renewed will receive a
separate reminder this month; nonrenewers will be dropped from the
chapter in April.
HqMOAA sends . . .
MOAA Survey on TRICARE
Over 8,000 people responded
to MOAA’s health care survey,
which ended in January. Three
areas rated were overall
satisfaction, cost of care, and cost
of medications. Those factors were
rated by users of TRICARE Prime,
TRICARE Select, and TRICARE
for Life (TfL). Prime and Select
users showed decrease of 8 to 10%
from December 2017 to December
2018, while TfL user held steady at
95% for overall satisfaction and
79% for cost of care. The cost of
medications satisfaction for TfL
users fell from 80% to 75%. Mail
order generic prescriptions have
already leapt from $0 to $7 since
last year and are expected to
double to $14 over the next 10
years. Over this same period, mail
order formularies will increase
120% and non-formularies will
increase by 73%. Analyzing the
data shows a majority of

beneficiaries view their TRICARE
benefit as one for which they are
paying more and receiving less.
Forgoing needed medical care and
medications is not the health care
benefit they thought they were
getting.

TRICARE Benefits in the
Crosshairs Again
The Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) published theirl list
of budget strategies for
policymakers to consider afor next
year'sbudgeting process. The CBO
has targeted the following areas in
TRICARE, and none of the
proposals reflect that DoD's
annual outlays for TFL have
actually gone down or remained
flat year over year.

Here is a deeper dive into the
options the CBO proposes for
TRICARE. for Life (TFL)
There are several options put
forward by the CBO which would
result in increased costs for TFL
beneficiaries. Specifically, with
either requiring an enrollment fee
for TFL, or requiring beneficiaries
to pay out of pocket cost shares or both. Their objective is to
reduce spending for Medicare and
TFL by both increasing revenue
and providing incentives for
beneficiaries to use their TFL
benefit less, or to even switch to a
commercial Medicare supplement.
Key CBO
recommendations:
An annual enrollment fee of
$485 for individuals and $970 for
families staringt in 2021. The
savings estimate is $12 billion by
2028.
Introducing minimum out-ofpocket requirements. TFL would
not cover any of the first $750 of
an enrollee's cost-sharing
payments under Medicare and
would cover only 50 percent of
the next $6,750. TFL beneficiaries
would pay a maximum of $4,125.
In anticipation of TFL
beneficiaries returning to the
military treatment facilities (MTFs)
to avoid these cost shares, the
MTFs would charge the same
amount as civilian facilities.

March Meeting
Tuesday, March 19
Bamboo Garden
8021 W Grandridge Blvd
Kennewick
Social hour at 6:30
Dinner at 7:00
$22.50 per person
A reservation made
is a reservation paid.

Menu
Reservations by
Thursday, March 14 to
Bob Allen
627-6226
MOAA.TriCities@charter.net

The menu is too big to fit in this
space. Check it out in the article on
the meeting.

