April 2018
Wildlife at Hanford

spring is here, along with day light
savings time, views of the river
should be great. The meeting will be
on Tuesday, April 17, reservations to
Bob Allen by Thursday, April 12.
Membership Update
I’ve been including reminders
about membership in the last few
newsletters. Our final count for 2018
is 26 active members, 4 honorary
members, and 4 surviving spouses.
Hq MOAA sends . . .
Shulkin Accomplished a Lot
in a Year. Here’s What the Next
VA Secretary Must Finish
Wildlife biologist Justin Wilde
Dr. David Shulkin officially has
releases a rehabilitated barn owl
left the VA, with some impressive
at Hanford. Courtesy DOE
successes from his time as secretary.
The Hanford Site is home to
Though this departure might be
more than closed reactors,
construed a number of ways, his
decommissioned buildings, and
many accomplishments over the past
radioactive waste. It is also home to year and during his prior role as
a wide array of animals, from elk
undersecretary for VA health affairs
and deer down to small rodents, and serve as a foundation for the next
over 200 species of birds, including VA secretary to build upon. Here are
bald eagles. Justin Wilde, a wildlife
some highlights:
biologist with Mission Support
Enactment of legislation to
Alliance, will explain how these
reform the VA claims appeals
animals live and thrive on this arid
process. The outdated and
580-square-mile reservation. What
inefficient VA claims process not
happens to these animals as cleanup only was an unwieldy burden to
progresses and, someday, is
veterans but also to the VA. The
complete? “We’re leaving behind the implementation of the new claims
ecological resources,” Wilde said.
process is underway and will require
“We’re leaving behind species
adequate resourcing (specifically in
people can’t see in town.” This
manpower and information
presentation will be a natural follow- technology) for long-term success in
on to last month’s well received
veterans obtaining better, faster
presentation on raptors.
claims decisions.
Our April meeting will be at the
Expansion of the Post-9/11 GI
Clover Island Inn, and feature a
Bill. The update to this educational
meal with an Asian flavor. Now that benefit included removing the 15-

year expiration date, expanding the
types of programs it may be used
for, and other important
modernizations that keep the
benefit relevant to the current job
market and veteran population.
Expansion of mental health
care for veterans. Shulkin
prioritized mental health care and
suicide prevention throughout the
agency and expanded care for
veterans, among other important
changes.
While Shulkin's tenure has many
high points, other areas remain
unfinished that the next VA
secretary must keep on his radar or
risk significant problems within the
veteran population. These include:
VA community care, or
CHOICE. This legislation still has
not been enacted and will have to be
the new secretary's top priority, as
the CHOICE program is set to run
out of money in May.
Expansion of the VA's
caregiver program to pre-9/11
veterans. This legislation is essential
to veterans in dire need of
assistance due to the progression of
their disabling conditions. Shulkin
was in agreement that the program
should be expanded to these
veterans, using certain parameters to
keep costs under control. The next
secretary should push this legislation
over the goal line, as everyone - the
VA, veterans' service organizations,

Congress, and veterans - seems to
agree the program must be
expanded to include these veterans.
Toxic exposures. Many
groups of veterans remain disabled
due to toxic exposures they
endured at Fort McClellan, Ala.,
and in Korea, Guam, Iraq, and
Afghanistan, without anyway to
prove what their conditions were
caused by. Without a change in the
law governing these exposures and
the conditions they cause, veterans
will be left suffering the
consequences of wars from
decades ago. MOAA and other
veterans' organizations have
worked extensively with the VA
and Congress to change laws to
ensure these veterans receive the
benefits they earned through their
brave sacrifices, and it will be
essential for the VA to keep the
momentum moving in the right
direction.
Despite personal feelings on
both sides about Shulkin's
departure, the focus must be on
ongoing issues that need
immediate attention. The next VA
secretary needs to be prepared to
hit the ground running.
Dental and Vision Insurance
The Federal Employees Dental
and Vision Insurance Program
(FEDVIP) is a voluntary, enrolleepay-all dental and vision program
that offers eligible participants a

choice between 10 dental and four
vision carriers, with some plans
offering both high and standard
options. Enrollee-pay-all means
there are no government
contributions toward premiums.
OPM and the FEDVIP carriers
are in the process of negotiating the
2019 FEDVIP benefits and rates.
Once the benefits have been
finalized, detailed 2019 plan
information and contact
information for each carrier will be
provided. We anticipate this
happening sometime in October.
The first opportunity you'll have
to enroll in a FEDVIP dental
and/or vision plan is during this
year's Federal Benefits Open
Season, which runs from November
12 through December 10, 2018,
with coverage effective January 1,
2019.
You are eligible to enroll in
FEDVIP dental and vision coverage
as the sponsor, or primary enrollee,
if you are 1) a retired member of
the uniformed services receiving
retired or retainer pay, 2) a member
of the Retired Reserve, 3) Medal of
Honor recipient, 4) survivor of an
eligible veteran (if you are a
surviving spouse, you must be
unremarried), and 5) TRICARE For
Life beneficiary.
I will post updates in the newsletter as
they become available.

April Meeting
Tuesday, April 17
Clover Island Inn
Kennewick
Social hour at 6:30
Dinner at 7:00
$30.00 per person
A reservation made
is a reservation paid.

Reservations by
Thursday, April 12 to
Bob Allen
627-6226
moaa.tricities@charter.net

Menu
Sweet and sour chicken
Beef and broccoli stir fry
Oriental vegetables
Fried rice
Pork egg rolls
Pot stickers
Oriental sesame salad
Asian slaw
Fortune cookies

