December 2016

Annual Christmas Party
This year's Christmas party will be at the Country Gentleman on west
Clearwater Drive. It will be on Monday (not Tuesday!), December 19,
at 6:30 p.m. The cost is $27.50 per person.

Menu

Tri tip beef
Pasta
Scalloped potatoes
Fresh vegetables
Salads
Rolls, dessert, coffee, tea
As always, a no-host bar.
We will not have a speaker, this is a totally social event.
Reservations to
Bob Allen
627-6226
moaa.tricities@charter.net
byThursday, December 15

Dues reminder
Annual dues of $25 will be due in January.
You can beat the holiday rush by sending
your dues to:
Paul R Seipt
232 Somerset Street
Richland WA 99354
Or better yet, bring it to the party

PRESERVING OUR HISTORY
Dick Ciccone presents check from our Chapter to Malin Bergstrom
president of Bergstrom Aviation who is leading the restoration effort of
Naval Air Station Pasco’s WW II control tower, a historic landmark that
will live on as a museum honoring our military and our areas aviation
HqMOAA Sends . . .
Medicare 2017 Part B premiums.
70% of Medicare beneficiaries
won't see much of a Medicare Part
B premium increase next year. If
you're paying $104.90 a month in
2016, you'll likely pay around $109
monthly next year. If you're paying
more than that now, you'll probably
see about another 10-percent hike
for 2017.
The majority of beneficiaries
won't see a large fee hike because of
a “hold-harmless” law that caps
most people's Part B premium
increase at the dollar amount of the
Social Security check cost-of-living
adjustment (COLA).
But that protection doesn't apply
for the following groups:
- new Medicare enrollees in
2017 (who aren't “held harmless”
because they never paid the lower
premium);

- Medicare enrollees with
incomes above $85,000 a year
($170,000 for a married couple),
who already pay premiums higher
than the basic $104.90; and
- people who are paying
Medicare premiums but don't
receive a Social Security check.
The law requires their
premiums to be raised an extra

amount to cover whatever total
premium amount the held-harmless
groups would have been paying if
they hadn't been protected.
In other words, when a small or
zero COLA triggers the holdharmless provision, the three
groups listed above end up having
to pay their own premium
hikes…and part of their neighbors',
too.
Last year, the zero-COLA
meant a 52% increase for
beneficiaries not held harmless.
MOAA members sent over 24,000
messages to the Hill, and Congress
intervened to protect these groups
from having to pay any share of
other people's premiums.
This year, because there was at
least a 0.3% COLA, the penalty for
the non-held-harmless groups isn't
quite as severe. Further, Medicare
officials already announced they will
use Medicare reserves to partially
ease the extra premiums imposed
on these groups.
The chart below shows the
2017 monthly premium rates just
announced by Medicare. Premiums
for individuals with incomes less
than $85K/$170K (single/married)
may vary a dollar or two, because
your individual premium will be
based on the size of the COLA in
your personal Social Security check.

