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MOAA and Congress
We hear a lot from MOAA

about their efforts to lobby
Congress and the Storming the Hill
exercise every year; now we get a
first-hand look at it. Our September
speaker will be Dave Slotwinski, our
State Council president. Dave will
be talking about legislative affairs
and MOAA's recent Storming The
Hill efforts.

In addition to serving as the
State Council President, Dave is also
pesident of the Olympia Area
Chapter and Treasurer and board
member for RallyPoint/6, a non-
profit veterans’ assistance center in
Lakewood, WA. He is a member of
the Washington State Veterans
Legislative Coalition, the American
Legion, the Association of the
United States Army, Academy of
Management, Society for
Advancement of Management,
Association of Washington
Businesses and is also a Kentucky
Colonel.

Slots served in the US Army
from 1974-2004 as a Field Artillery
Officer with extensive recruiting
experience. He had a variety of
command and joint assignments
from battery/company level
through Joint Command and
attended numerous military schools
to include the Army War College
and Command and General Staff
College. Among his awards are the

Defense Superior Service Medal, the
Legion of Merit with oak leaf
cluster, the parachutist badge and the
basic recruiting badge.

He is currently semi-retired,
teaches part-time as an adjunct
professor in the School of Business
at St Martin’s University, Lacey WA
and does limited executive leadership
coaching and business management
consulting. His education includes a
BA (International Affairs) from
Widener University, MA (Business)
from Webster University, and a PhD
(Organizational Management) from
Capella University.

Married for 27 years, Roselyn
and he reside in Thurston County
and in their spare time enjoy SCUBA
diving. And yes, both are cold water
divers.

We will meet on Tuesday,
September 15, at the Clover Island
Inn, and enjoy a Taste of Italy
buffet. Please get your reservations
to Paul Seipt by Thursday, September
10.

President's message
I want to thank all of you for

letting me be your president, I feel
very privileged and honored. As
being an active member in the
Washington Army National Guard as
a Lieutenant Colonel I hope and
believe that I will be able to bring
more legislative support to MOAA
and the Lewis and Clark chapter. I
will see you in September, take care!

Chris Buroker



September Meeting
Tuesday, September 15, 2015

Reservations by
Thursday, Sept 10
to
Paul Seipt
375-5112
pama227@frontier.com

Clover Island Inn
Clover Island
Kennewick

Social hour at 6:30
Dinner at 7:00
$30.00 per person

A reservation made
is a reservation paid.

Menu

Hq MOAA sends . . .
COLA Watch
The July Consumer Price Index

(CPI) remains 0.2 percent below the
FY 2014 COLA baseline. The 2015
COLA will be based on the CPI
average from July through
September. With two months to go,
the chances of a positive FY 2016
COLA look slim. If there is no
growth in CPI, annuitants will not
receive an annual COLA. Retirees
did not receive COLAs in 2009 and
2010.

TRICARE fees increase in
October

TRICARE beneficiaries will see
an increase in health care fees
starting in October. Beginning Oct
1, TRICARE Prime enrollment fees
will be $565 for a family and $282
for a single person. The increases
will affect military families and
retirees under age 65. Increases to
TRICARE enrollment fees are
based on the annual cost of living
adjustment for retired military pay.

DFAS Email scam alert
Email scams are targeting

military service members, retirees,
and their families by posing as the
Defense and Finance Accounting
Service (DFAS).

The most recent scam looks like
a “SmartDoc” email with the
subject line “myPay IMPORTANT
SECURITY UPDATE,” and
appears to come from a DFAS-

SmartDocs email address. The links
provided in the emails direct the
user to a malicious website that
requests personal information.

DFAS provided the following
statement regarding this scam:

“Valid SmartDocs messages
from DFAS are always sent in plain
text, do not include attachments and
do not ask you to send any
information in response.. . . We
recommend that you do NOT click
on any links within any email
message. To access a site referenced
in an email, open your browser and
type the link (URL) directly into the
browser.

OPM admits military affected
by data breach

OPM originally thought the
cyber attack was limited to 4.2
million records but now think the
number is closer to 21.5 million.
Individuals affected include past and
present federal and military
employees, as well as any applicants
that applied for a clearance since
2000.

Information compromised in
the breach includes Social Security
numbers, fingerprints, and
residency, educational, family,
financial, health, employment
history. OPM sent notifications by
mail informing people of the
services available. These services
will be available for at least three
years.

Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-Texas),
Chairman of the House Armed
Services Committee, said, “The
breadth of the data breach at the
Office of Personnel Management is
staggering and unacceptable. We
also have an obligation to ensure
that those who serve the
Department, in or out of uniform,
are able to do so securely.”

Supreme Court rules on
health care, no impact on
TRICARE

In a 6-3 decision, the Supreme
Court ruled that the Affordable
Care Act (ACA) can continue to
provide subsidies for health
insurance to qualifying individuals.

TRICARE beneficiaries are
unaffected by the decision. At the
urging of MOAA and other military
and veterans organizations,
Congress passed the TRICARE
Affirmation Act in April 2010,
providing a statutory regulation
saying that TRICARE satisfies the
minimum essential coverage
requirements of the ACA. Congress
passed subsequent legislation a
month later to exempt VA and
CHAMPVA beneficiaries from the
coverage requirements. These plans
are also excluded from so-called
"Cadillac taxes" on high-value plans.

Importantly, the ACA will not
affect TRICARE or the VA's health
administration, eligibility, or cost to
beneficiaries.




