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December 2014

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
This year's holiday party will be a sit-down dinner, no program, just a

social evening. We will meet at Bella Italia, 7000 Okanagen Place, in
Kennewick (the corner of Grandridge and Okanagen - see map on
reverse).

The meeting will be on a Monday so we can have the entire place to
ourselves. We'll meet on the 15th of December at 6:30. Please have your
choice of entree ready when you make your reservation. Reservations by
Thursday, December 11.

Hq MOAA says . . .
Medicare/TRICARE payment fix?
A new estimate from the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) offers

hope that Congress can finally tackle a long-standing Medicare/TRICARE
physician reimbursement issue that continually threatens patient access to
health care. Medicare uses the Sustainable Growth Rate formula to adjust
reimbursement rate. However, the flawed formula routinely calls for
reductions in physician reimbursement rates while the cost of providing
health care continues to rise.

Because TRICARE rates are tied to Medicare reimbursements, this
issue affects military beneficiaries of all ages.

Over the years Congress repeatedly blocked the scheduled cuts with
short-term fixes. Each time Congress passes a short-term fix and kicks the
can for another year, the scheduled cuts grow in size. If Congress doesn’t
act, Medicare and TRICARE reimbursement rates will be cut by 22 percent
in April 2015. Such a drastic cut would devastate access to care.

The silver lining is that CBO lowered its 10-year cost estimate of
freezing Medicare and TRICARE payments to physicians to $119 billion.
Repealing and replacing the existing flawed reimbursement formula

Reservations to:
George Stotz
545-5498
gg_stotz@msn.com
by Dec 11, please.

Membership renewals
Membership dues of $25 are

payable in January. Beat the holiday
rush and send your check, made out
to "Lewis & Clark Chapter," to:

Paul Seipt
232 Somerset Street
Richland WA 99354-1964

Or bring it to the meeting!



December Meeting
Monday, December 15, 2014

Reservations by
Thursday, Dec 11
to
George Stotz
545-5498
gg_stotz@msn.com

Bella Italia
7000 Okanagen Place
Kennewick

Social hour at 6:30
Dinner at 7:00
$27.50 per person

A reservation made
is a reservation paid.

Menu
Salad (served with bred and garlic butter)
Entrees (pick one with reservation)
Spaghetti with red sauce
Fettuccini with white sauce
Penne with pink sauce

Soft drinks, coffee
Spumoni ice cream

permanently would cost $144 billion.
These numbers seem daunting, but represent a significant reduction in previous estimates to the cost of

reform, which ranged anywhere from $250 to $300 billion over ten years. Finding the funding offset to pay for a
long term fix – either through revenue increases or spending cuts – has proven unsuccessful.

Because Congress has historically waited until the last minute to provide short-term patches, the threatened
cuts create uncertainty for thousands of physicians around the country. This uncertainty has led some providers
to refuse Medicare and TRICARE patients.




