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MOAA Board Member at
April meeting

Our guest speaker at the April
meeting will be Major General
Richard C. "Buck" Marr, USAF, Ret.
General Marr is on the MOAA
Board of Directors, serving on the
Government Relations and Finance
& Audit committees. He received a
Bachelor of Arts from the
University of Arkansas and a Master
of Science from Troy State
University, Ala. He is a graduate of
executive level national security
courses at Harvard University,
Mass., and Johns Hopkins
University, Md. A pilot, he was
awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross flying special operations
missions in Vietnam. His military
career includes two Pentagon tours
and command of three Air Wings
and the Air Mobility Warfare Center.
He participated in the Operation
Desert Storm and the Balkan
conflicts. His final assignment was
as Chief of Staff, Joint Forces
Command, Norfolk NAS, Va.
Following his active duty career, he
was a senior director with General
Dynamics and a vice president with
Lockheed Martin Corp. He currently
resides in Vancouver, Wash., and
Kila, Mont., and is a defense
consultant.

The meeting will be April 15 at
the Red Lion Hanford House, on
George Washington Way in
Richland. MOAA Hq has sent
invitations to all members of

MOAA who live in this area but do
not belong to the chapter. Please
keep an eye out for strangers and
make them welcome; we are always
looking for new chapter members.
We hope to get a head count a bit
earlier this month, so try to respond
to George by April 4.

New Board Openings
George Stotz wants to see a

more active board this year. In
gearing up, current board members
were polled to determine their
interest in continuing. So far, one
board member and one elected
officer have indicated that they
would prefer not to continue. We
also have three new position already
filled:

• Legislative Liaison, Matt
Boehnke

• Recruiting, Pat Kenny
• High School ROTC Liaison,

Ron Weed
Any members who wish to be

on the board or fill an elective
office, please contact George.

Hq MOAA sends . . .
Congressional bills of

interest:
The House and Senate recently

introduced several important bills
on TRICARE, the commissary
benefit, and modernizing the VA.
We should all consider letting Doc
Hastings and Senators. Murray and
Cantwell know that we want their
support.



April Meeting
Tuesday, April 15, 2014
Reservations by
Friday, April 4 to
George Stotz
302-8103
gg_stotz@msn.com

Red Lion Hanford House
802 George Washington Way
Richland

Social hour at 6:30
Dinner at 7:00
$24.50 per person

A reservation made
is a reservation paid.

Menu
Pork Loin with a

Mushroom Demi Glaze
Baby Carrots & Broccoli
Mashed Potatoes
Green Salad with Dressing
Assorted Desserts
Coffee, Iced Tea

H.R. 4015 and S. 2000 –
Sustainable Growth Rate Repeal
and Medicare Provider Payment
Modernization Act. Companion
bills from Rep. Michael Burgess (R-
Tex.) and Sen. Max Baucus (D-
Mont.) would permanently replace
the flawed formula that threatens to
cut Medicare/TRICARE payments
to doctors by 24 percent. [See next
item.]

H.R. 4217 and S. 2075 –
Military Commissary Sustainment
Act. Companion bills from Rep.
Randy Forbes (R-Va.) and Sen.
Mark Warner (D-Va.) would
prohibit cuts to commissaries
proposed in the administration’s FY
2015 budget.

S. 2091 – 21st Century Veterans
Benefits Delivery Act. Rep. Dean
Heller’s (R-Nev.) legislation would
modernize the VA claims
processing and reporting system.

Medicare/TRICARE
Physician payment cuts:

Congress has until April 1 to
pass legislation to eliminate or
postpone a scheduled 24 percent
cut in Medicare and TRICARE
payments to physicians. Allowing
such cuts would devastate access to
healthcare for beneficiaries.

To add to the urgency,
Congress is adjourning for a week
long recess on March 14, and when
legislators return they will only have

six days in session before the cuts
take effect.

It’s not uncommon for
Congress to stave off action until
the 11th hour, but it’s discouraging
that recent attempts to pass a
permanent Medicare/TRICARE
reimbursement solution have gone
nowhere.

The major stumbling block
continues to be the $138.4 billion
in offsets to pay for the full fix.
With a long term fix unlikely
another temporary patch will be
needed.

There is one silver lining.
When Congress restored military
retirement COLA cuts last month
the legislation also established a
$2.3 billion fund to help pay for a
Medicare/TRICARE physician
reimbursement rate fix. The
Congressional Budget Office
estimates that a fix for the rest of
2014 would cost $5 billion.

UPDATE: On Thursday,
March 27, the House passed
legislation to avert a 24 percent cut
in Medicare/TRICARE payments
to physicians for one year. The
Senate is expected to vote on the
measure on Monday. Send your
senators a MOAA-suggested
message to avoid cuts that would
reduce access to health care for
military beneficiaries.

MOAA to "Storm" Capitol
Hill on Compensation,
TRICARE

MOAA will "storm" Capitol
Hill on April 9, and visit nearly all
535 representatives and senators in
support of key legislative priorities.

This year, the "Hill-stormers"
will meet with their legislators,
discuss the issues, provide fact
sheets and brochures, and ask them
to:

• Sustain military pay and
benefits and avoid repeating past
mistakes that destabilized the all-
volunteer force;

• Reject disproportional
TRICARE fee increases which shift
costs onto beneficiaries while
reducing access;

• Eliminate catastrophic
sequestration cuts which threaten
national security;

• And address remaining
inequities for disabled retirees,
survivors, and guard and reserve
personnel.

Learn more about this year's
Storming the Hill event, and help
our efforts by sending your
legislators a MOAA-suggested
message found at:
<http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/
alert/?alertid=63127776> on these
critical issues.




