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Legislative Liaison
Our February 18 meeting will

return to an old favorite location,
the Bamboo Garden on
Grandridge Ave, between
Columbia Center Blvd and Center
Parkway. Our speaker will be one
of our members, Matt Boehnke.
Matt volunteered to be the
chapter's Legislative Liaison
officer, and will talk about that
position, both his duties and how
chapter members can help in
influencing legislation of concern
to the membership.

Matt grew up in Kennewick.
He graduated from Kamiakin
High School and then was
commissioned in Army Aviation
as a distinguished Military
Graduate from Eastern
Washington University in 1990,
earning a flight school spot to
support troops deploying to
Operation Desert Storm. During
this time, Matt served in and
supervised several culturally
diverse small, medium, and large
groups in various locations
around the world. Matt
successfully completed his
Masters of Aeronautical Science
from Embry-Riddle, while serving
in his third Command position in
less than five years. After 21 years
of highly decorated service to our
nation, Matt and his family
decided on retiring and living in
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Kennewick to be near family and
friends.

Upon retirement, Matt initially
went to work for the US Army
Corps of Engineers, Walla Walla
district, as a contract specialist, but
soon returned to his original love of
Information Technology, to serve as
an Adjutant Professor with Charter
College. Currently he is working as
a Cyber Security Project Manager
with Energy Northwest. Matt
believes in giving back to his
community and staying involved.
He decided to show this spirit by
accepting the nomination for
President of the local American
Legion Post 4, while continuing to
be an active member of the
Kamiakin high school booster club
and applying for and winning the
City of Kennewick Arts
Commission Board position. A
lifetime member of the NRA, the
Society of the 1st Infantry Division,
Signal Corps Regimental
Association, Columbia Basin
Veterans Coalition, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Columbia River Basin
Chapter of the Project Manager
Institute, and is a proud season
ticket and host family billet for the
TriCity Americans.

Matt is looking to continue this
support with a lifetime support of
the MOAA. Matt is married to his
high school sweetheart Dawn, and
has two boys, Matthew 19 and
Brandon 16.



February Meeting
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Reservations by
Thursday, February 14 to
Bob Allen
627-6226
MOAA.TriCities@charter.net

Bamboo Garden
8021 W. Grandridge Blvd
Kennewick

Social hour at 6:30
Dinner at 7:00
$20 per person

A reservation made
is a reservation paid.

Menu
Egg Rolls
Won Ton Soup
Stir-Fried Mixed Vegetables
Snow Peas with Chicken
Sweet and Sour Chicken
Broccoli Beef
Pork Fried Rice
Beverages
No-host bar

Membership dues of $25 were
payable in January. If you haven't
paid your 2014 dues, please send a
check made out to "L & C Chapter"
to:

Paul Seipt
232 Somerset Street
Richland WA 99354-1964

Or bring it to the meeting

Membership renewals

Air Force JROTC to
Kennewick High

In December, the Kennewick
School District was approved for
an Air Force JROTC unit at
Kennewick High for next year.
School officials are working with
the Air Force to get all the
paperwork in order and get the
instructors in place. Our chapter
has offered to assist and support
this effort. Ron Weed is the point
of contact with the school.

HQ MOAA Director coming
in April

Hq MOAA has informed us
that Maj Gen Richard Marr, USAF,
Ret, a member of the Board of
Directors, will address our April 15
meeting. Be sure to mark your
calendar for this meeting.

The Bottom Line  the
Military/Civilian Divide

By Col. Mike Hayden, USAF (Ret)
The Bipartisan Budget Act was

trumpeted as a bipartisan, two-year,
sequestration-alleviating budget deal.
But, in reality, the budget deal was a
backroom, eleventh-hour pact that
was rushed through both the House
and Senate before the holidays,
bypassing the committees of
jurisdiction and highlighting a
growing military/civilian divide that
fails to recognize the necessary
sacrifice that comes with two
decades of service.

But there are still critics who
support the COLA cut, calling it
exceedingly modest to “a military
pension plan that is already far more
generous than private-sector
equivalents.”

The men and women in uniform
cannot say “no” when presented
with orders they don’t like. Military
spouses seldom establish their own
careers because of frequent and
involuntary separations and
relocations. Rarely do military
couples spend enough time in one
place to gain any equity in a home.
Military children will attend six to
eight schools during grades K-12.
Military retirees leave in the 40s or
50s and find gainful employment.
But not all military skills translate

well into civilian jobs, regardless of
what some pundits say.

But what is most disturbing is
equating military service to the
private sector. We’ve seen the
service and sacrifices our men and
women in uniform and their
families have had to endure over
the past 12 years of war—and they
are far from civilian-like.

The Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff stated in a hearing
before the House Armed Services
Committee that the military
retirement program “needs to be
fundamentally different than
anything you can find in the civilian
sector.”

The bottom-line: Until you
can adjust the conditions of service
for those in uniform to be more
“civilian-like,” stop trying to
compare the two.

TRICARE update
This week TRICARE officials

updated MOAA on a number of
issues that impact beneficiaries.

• The biggest change is the
launch of a pilot program in
February that requires TRICARE For
Life (TFL) beneficiaries to fill
maintenance medication (e.g., blood
pressure medication) refills through
the mail-order pharmacy for one year.

• Letters to the remaining
300,000 affected beneficiaries will be
mailed on February 18.




